
 On 29 and 30 October 

2012 the European 

Workshop “The Mon-

tessori Method ad-

dressed to reinforce 

the presence of Roma 

children in the public 

education system” 

took place at Villa 

Montesca in Città di 

Castello, Italy. 

 The workshop aimed 

at “updating” the 

Montessori method in 

order to introduce di-

dactic and pedagogic 

innovations addressed 

to favour the participa-

tion of Roma children 

in the educational sys-

tem. Teachers and ex-

perts from Lithuania, 

Romania and Italy met 

and discussed about 

the three main points 

related to the Montes-

sori approach: 

 writing and learning; 

European Workshop  
The Montessori's Method addressed to reinforce 

the presence of the Roma children in the public 
education system 

Roma success stories - professor Ion Sandu  
Ion Sandu is a history 

professor and inspector 

for ethnic minorities in 

Slobozia, Romania. 

The following text is 

taken from an interview 

in “About us: 20 answers 

to the question 

“What do you want to 

be when you grow up?” 

coord. UNICEF Roma-

nia: 

“I come from a modest 

family of Roma. We are 

3 brothers and I’m the 

oldest. In the past our 

family has had serious 

problems: my father 

was a crane operator 

and after an accident 

at work is now perma-

nently disabled”.  

(... continues on page 

3) 
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 creativity and prob-

lem solving; 

 participation of 

Roma families in the 

education and role of 

parents . 



The goal of the didactic 

and pedagogic model is 

to make school more 

attractive for Roma chil-

dren and their families 

and it is based on the 

experience of the Mon-

tessori educational 

framework redesigned 

to meet the needs of 

Roma children. 

 However, it is not to be 

considered a “special 

method” addressed to 

a particular category of 

students. The princi-

ples contained are ad-

dressed to contribute 

at creating a positive 

and friendly physical 

and cognitive learning 

space where all the 

children can appreci-

ate the “joy of learn-

ing”. 

 The method involves 

the development of 

the following compe-

tences: 

 Freedom and sponta-

neity, including in-

creasing social compe-

tences 

 Stimulating the use of 

emotions 

 Discovery and devel-

opment 

 Creative use of ICT 

 Relationship with the 

parents and the family 

context 

 Setting of the learning 

space 

 Involving the parents 

in school activities 

 Personal behaviours 

and prosociality 

 Storytelling skills 

 Interpretative and 

conceptual reading 

 Conceptual expression 

An updated didactic and pedagogic model 
of the Montessori method 

"Never help a child to do 

something if he/she 

feels that he/she can 

succeed alone ."  

Maria Montessori  
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Roma success stories—professor  Ion Sandu  
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“I was six years old when 

all this happened. My 

father was no longer 

able to work and retired 

on disability benefits. 

Maybe, the fact that I 

have been working since 

I was very young 

explains how I 

succeeded in life. I 

finished high school and 

then graduated from 

university. I have happy 

memories of the years I 

spent at high school, 

when my passion for 

history was rewarded 

with prizes won at 

national school 

competitions. 

My role model was my 

history professor, Vlaicu 

Ion, a special person, 

who could see beyond… 

meaning that he saw 

not a Roma but a young 

capable boy. He had no 

prejudices. 

While studying at 

university I had to 

work, although I ranked 

first in the admission 

list. I had to work to 

study and to help my 

family: my brothers 

were at high school and 

my family was going 

through hard times. I 

worked as a salesman, a 

warehouse worker…  

Text taken from About 

us: 20 answers to the 

question “What do you 

want to be when you 

grow up?”Ana Chiritoiu, 

Ana Ivasiuc ; coord.: 

UNICEF representation 

in Romania Courtesy of 

Agentia“Impreuna ” 

 

To be frank I don’t 

enjoy remembering 

my years at univer-

sity, because it was 

a very difficult pe-

riod for me. Once 

graduating in His-

tory I participated 

in a competition for 

a teaching job. Now 

I teach at a school 

in Slobozia and 5 

years ago I was ap-

pointed school in-

spector for ethnic 

minorities”. 
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asked the purpose of this initiative so we had to explain it by involving them 

in individual communication. At the end of the meeting we noted the posi-

tive reaction of the parents. We are slowly becoming more and more suc-

cessful in the creation of social skills and in the carrying out individual 

tasks. We bought for example a new carpet for the children who, without 

any encouragement, immediately took their shoes off thus demonstrating 

that they accepted a new rule autonomously.  The following day, some girls 

came with their slippers (positive maternal influence). 

We have already a small 

success in involving fami-

lies into education proc-

ess by arranging tea 

drinking meeting with 

parents. Children were 

asked to bring their own 

cups. Next day almost all 

of them did it. Some 

The experimentation of the updated 

Montessori method at the Roma 

Community Centre Vilnius, Lithuania 

"The teacher’s first 

duty is to watch over 

the environment, and 

this takes precedence 

over all the rest. It’s 

influence is indirect, 

but unless it is done 

correctly there will be 

no effective and perma-

nent results of any 

kind, physical, intellec-

tual or spiritual ."  

Maria Montessori  

“The aim of the chil-

dren who persevere in 

their work with an ob-

ject is certainly not to 

“learn”; they are 

drawn to it by the 

needs of their inner 

life, needs which must 

be recognized and de-

veloped .”  

Maria Montessori  

http://www.dailymontessori.com/dr-maria-montessori/
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Centro Studi e Formazione Villa Montesca 

CSFVM is a non-profit consortium founded in 2001 in 

Villa Montesca, Città  di Castello, Italy, which develops 

innovative educational initiatives and offers a broad 

spectrum of multi-disciplinary research expertise and 

training activities. 
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Association for Education and Sustainable  

Development 

AESD is an educational centre based in Calarasi, Roma-

nia. Its main activities are implementation of courses of 

formal or informal lifelong education, building an or-

ganized system of consulting, information and training 

with a lifelong duration. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Public Institution Roma Community Centre 

RCC, is a non-governmental organization in public 

benefit based in Vilnius, Lithuania. Its mission is to 

contribute to better living standard of the most vulner-

able members of this multiple marginalized ethnos and 

for better future of their children. 

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication reflects the views only of the au-

thor, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.  

http://www.era-edu.com/mbs
mailto:gabrieldobrescu10@yahoo.com
http://www.roma.lt
mailto:sn713@hotmail.com
http://www.roma.lt
mailto:info@montesca.it
http://www.montesca.it

